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Isla Earth welcomes submissions from science writers from around the world. If 
you have experience in writing for radio audiences and a passion for our natural 
world, we are eager to hear from you.   
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1.0 Business Matters  
Beginning January 1, 2007, we pay $100 for each script that is accepted for 
broadcast. Scripts are considered “accepted” after they have been reviewed by 
our first scientific reviewer. Author credit is given for each script published online.  
Invoices are processed within 14 days of receipt.  
 
2.0 Scope of Topics  
We invite you to pitch story ideas to us. The pitch is usually a short paragraph 
that summarizes the story, mentions the key people and/or source study, and 
originating source (include a URL or paste the original source document into your 
pitch).  Assignments, including those a writer may have sent to us, are returned 
to the originating writer with notes regarding angle and additional information or 
points to consider.  
 
We are especially interested in stories that demonstrate the following scientific 
concepts:  
 
Sustainability and Our Future.   The future of life on Earth will depend on 
humanity’s ability to change its approach to using the planet’s resources.  This 



 

330 Golden Shore, Suite 170  producer@islaearth.org  
Long Beach, CA 90802  562/437-8555 x.230 

TIP: And here are the last 
lenses through which we 
evaluate the radio 
worthiness of a story idea. 
A script must meet at least 
one, sometimes more, of 
the following descriptions:  
  entertaining  
 fascinating!  
 inspirational  
 timely  
 people pertinent  
 

will include our behaviors and attitudes towards life, our technologies for 
manufacture and disposal, and our usage patterns. 
 

Keywords: Agriculture, Alternative Energy, Alternative Fuel, Aquaculture, 
Eco-Friendly Corporate Trends, Fisheries Management, Habitat 
Conservation, Market Mechanisms, Methanol Economy, Open Space, 
Population, Poverty and the Environment, Strategies for Sustainability, 
New Frontiers 

 
The Diversity of Life:   This is the Century of Biodiversity.  This is the time when 
we figure out what we have and decide what we want to keep and what we want 
to let go, or become extinct.  It is humanity’s choice.  This is also the time when 
we need to make biodiversity a real part of our life.  We are more than just 
another species.  We are the species, the one that will thrive or disappear with 
the rest according to our conscious actions. 
 

Keywords:  Biodiversity, Biodiversity Hot Spots, Endangered Species, 
Environment, Evolution, Hybrids (Species), Marine Ecology, Native 
Peoples and the Environment, Water, Wetlands, Wild Lands 

 
Technology and the Environment:  Humanity’s 
challenge today is to find better ways to coexist with 
the planet’s biodiversity, using it mindfully, 
benefiting from it, and thriving on its bounty.  
Technology is our modern vehicle to find 
sustainable ways of living, to lessen our impact on 
the stressed natural systems, and thus improve our 
quality of life. 
 

Keywords:  Bio-Prospecting, Bioremediation, 
Clean Air, Environmental Restoration, 
Genomics, Human Health and the 
Environment, Hybrids (vehicles), Landfills 

 
Inspirational Environmental Learning:  Most aspects of our lives revolve 
around our environment and our interactions with it and other species. An 
environmentally literate person knows its impact on the natural systems, and has 
a choice to reduce it, sustain it or increase it.  Many people blindly stumble 
through life making the wrong environmental choices, without knowing.  
Ecoliteracy is the new environmental education frontier. 
 

Keywords : Education, Ecologists and Local Heroes (Profiles) 
 
The Processes that Affect Life: Species (including humans), their habitats and 
their abiotic world (soil, water, air) are the elements of the unique and complex 
Earth Ecosystem.  They all relate to each other through processes that define 
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their interactions.  Excessive inputs or outputs of these elements in the 
environment affect the delicate (but often resilient) balance. 
 

Keywords : Fire and Ecosystems, Global Warming, Harmful Algal Blooms, 
Introduced Species, Invasive Marine Species 

 
3.0 Nuts and Bolts  

I. Length: The spots must be exactly 90 seconds in length, including the 
brief musical cues at the beginning and end. Script length, including 
the following language (not counting the writer’s name or copyright 
information) must be 220 words. 

 
II. Format:  The following text is standard on each script. 

 
Open 
Welcome to Isla Earth. 
Web Reference  
Learn more at I-S-L-A earth dot org. 
Tag 
Isla Earth is funded by the Annenberg FoundationÕs Blue Planet initiative, and 
produced by the Catalina Island ConservancyÑ because Earth IS an island. 
AuthorÕs Name & Copyright (not counted toward the 220 words, 
online only)  
Pat Florez 
Copyright 2007, Catalina Island Conservancy 
Discovery Links (not counted toward the 220 words, online only, 
supplied by author)  

 Sierra Club 
 http://www.sierraclub.org 
 Wilderness Outings 
 http://www.wildernessoutings.com/ 
 
III. Tone:  When read the final script out loud it should sound 

conversational. Imagine sharing this information with a friend at a 
dinner party. You’d be an authority on the subject, of course, but you’d 
want your friend to feel comfortable and eager to hear what you have 
to say. It might include a touch of humor or perhaps a witty play on 
words. In the end, you’d want your friend to leave the discussion 
feeling empowered by the information you shared. 
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4.0 Seven Tips for Radio Writing  
 
1. Make it relevant to your listener, right off the bat, in the first paragraph. Make it 
catchy. Answer the question of why your listener should care about what you’re 
going to say. 
 
Avoid jargon. Don’t over use a name. 
 
2. List the long names of universities and organizations later in the script, not the 
first paragraph. 
 
3. Can you really say that five times in a row without turning your tongue inside 
out? What about the structure of the sentence or paragraph? Read it OUT 
LOUD. The spoken word is different, don’t trust your eyes. 
 
4. Use a quote, only if it really adds something to the piece. Quotes often don’t 
work on-air. Attribution (name and affiliation) go before the quote.  
 
5. Make sure your sources are reputable and carefully review all statistics and 
factual assertions for accuracy. Whenever possible, use source materials that 
have been peer reviewed. And when there is controversy among scientific 
experts, be sure to give both sides, a panel of academic experts review scripts 
for accuracy and nuance. List the source material and links at the bottom of your 
draft.  Newspaper articles might be a good place to begin your research but they 
should not be used as a source, same with Wikipedia.  
 
6. Is there an opportunity for the listener to make a choice or get involved? Be 
sure to include these links at the bottom of your draft. They might make great 
Discovery Links.  
 
7. Provide supporting evidence in your script and make it simple and clear to 
understand. Read it OUT LOUD. 
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5.0 Sample Scripts  
 
Broadcast Date: 01/04/2007  
Ref.: 05 - 017  
Bowling for Rhinos  
 
Welcome to Isla Earth. 
 
ÒBowling for RhinosÓ? Who came up with that idea? But believe it or not, American bowlers have 
raised more than two million dollars to protect critically endangered Javanese rhinos from extinction.  
 
From all appearances, this rhinoceros should be the king pin of the jungle, weighing in at more than 
4,000 pounds. But habitat loss and illegal hunting decimated the population. Today, as few as 100 
individuals survive in the wild.  
 
Rhinos play a key role in ecosystems. Specialists call them Òlandscape architectsÓ because they 
disperse seeds throughout their range. It can take a rhino three days to digest a meal, so as they roam, 
they disperse seeds over long distances. They deposit the seeds in their droppings, planting and 
fertilizing them with remarkable efficiency. 
 
The Millennium Ecosystem Assessment showed that up to thirty percent of mammal, bird and 
amphibian species are threatened with extinction. Reversing that trend will take dedication, and 
dollars.  
 
Bowling for Rhinos has already raised a bundle for rhinos. HmmÉMaybe bingo for flamingos? Ping 
pong for penguinsÉ 
 
Never mind. 
 
Learn more about unique approaches to saving the worldÕs endangered species at I-S-L-A earth dot 
org. 
 
Isla Earth is funded by the Annenberg Foundation through its Blue Planet Initiative, and produced by 
the Catalina Island Conservancy, because, earth IS an Island. 
 
Script by Cole Miller 
Copyright 2006, Catalina Island Conservancy 
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Broadcast Date: 01/26/2007  
Ref.: 05 - 230  
Car Sharing Gets a Green Light 
 
Welcome to Isla Earth.  
 
Public transportation can be a great way to get from A to B. You can knit, read, work, or even take a 
napÑ things you could never do driving alone. But for many, the idea of being stranded at work 
without emergency transportation is a downside that keeps them driving solo. Car sharing, in contrast 
to carpooling, is an idea that may be getting more drivers off the road. 
 
ItÕs a simple idea. Members of a car-sharing group have access to a pool of cars on an as-needed basis, 
reducing the overall number of vehicles on the road. Zipcar, one of several car-sharing companies in 
the U.S., says one shared car can take up to 20 individually owned cars off the roads. The practice 
leads to reduced traffic, improved air quality, and fewer parking problems on crowded urban streets.  
 
Car sharing is catching on in cities across the country. Today, about 92,000 people belong to car-
sharing services like Zipcar and Flexcar. The services give commuters the flexibility they want Ð and 
the planet a break from all this traffic, I mean, COME ON, buddy, get OUT of the way! Move it! 
Move it! 
 
Learn more at I-S-L-A-earth dot org. 
 
Isla Earth is funded by the Annenberg Foundation through its Blue Planet initiative, and produced by 
the Catalina Island Conservancy, because Earth IS an island. 
 
Script by Jennifer Cutraro 
Copyright 2006, Catalina Island Conservancy 
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